AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 6, 2014

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 632

Introduced by Assembly Member Fox

February 20, 2013

An act to amend Section-3208 395 of thePenal-Cede Code of Civil
Procedure, relating to-werk-+furleugh courts.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 632, as amended, Fox. Werk—furteugh:—eounty—faHs—Superior
Courts: judicial districts.

Existing law, except as otherwise provided, makes the superior court
in the county where the defendants or some of the defendants reside at
the commencement of an action the proper court for the trial of the
action. Existing law makes the superior court in the county where an
injury occurs or where the defendant or some of the defendants reside
the proper court for an action if the action is for injury to person or
personal property or death from wrongful act of negligence.

This bill would make the judicial district of the superior court in the
county where the defendant or some of the defendants reside or where
the acts occurred the proper court for purposes of the above actions.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 395 of the Code of Civil Procedure is
amended to read:

395. (a) Except as otherwise provided by law and subject to
the power of the court to transfer actions or proceedings as provided
inthistitle, thejudicial district of the superior court in the county
wherethe defendants or some of them reside at the commencement
of the action is the proper court for the trial of the action. If the
actionisfor injury to person or personal property or for death from
wrongful act or negligence, the judicial district of the superior
court in either the county where the injury occurs or the injury
causing death occurs or theeeunty judicial district of the superior
court in the county where the defendants, or some of them reside
at the commencement of the action, is a proper court for the trial
of the action. In a proceeding for dissolution of marriage, the
superior court in the county where either the petitioner or
respondent has been a resident for three months next preceding
the commencement of the proceeding is the proper court for the
trial of the proceeding. In a proceeding for nullity of marriage or
legal separation of the parties, the superior court in the county
where either the petitioner or the respondent resides at the
commencement of the proceeding is the proper court for the trial
of the proceeding. In a proceeding to enforce an obligation of
support under Section 3900 of the Family Code, the superior court
in the county where the child resides is the proper court for the
tria of theaction. In aproceeding to establish and enforce aforeign
judgment or court order for the support of a minor child, the
superior court in the county where the child resides is the proper
court for the trial of the action. Subject to subdivision (b), if a
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defendant has contracted to perform an obligation in a particul ar
county, the superior court in the county where the obligation isto
be performed, where the contract in fact was entered into, or where
the defendant or any defendant resides at the commencement of
the action is a proper court for the trial of an action founded on
that obligation, and the county where the obligation isincurred is
the county where it is to be performed, unless there is a special
contract inwriting to the contrary. I1f none of the defendantsreside
in the state or if they reside in the state and the county where they
reside is unknown to the plaintiff, the action may be tried in the
superior court in any county that the plaintiff may designatein his
or her complaint, and, if the defendant is about to depart from the
state, the action may be tried in the superior court in any county
where either of the partiesreside or serviceismade. If any person
isimproperly joined as a defendant or has been made a defendant
solely for the purpose of having the action tried in the superior
court in the county where he or she resides, his or her residence
shall not be considered in determining the proper placefor thetrial
of the action.

(b) Subject to the power of the court to transfer actions or
proceedings as provided in this title, in an action arising from an
offer or provision of goods, services, loans or extensions of credit
intended primarily for personal, family or household use, other
than an obligation described in Section 1812.10 or Section 2984.4
of the Civil Code, or an action arising from a transaction
consummated as a proximate result of either an unsolicited
telephone call made by a seller engaged in the business of
consummating transactions of that kind or a telephone call or
electronic transmission made by the buyer or lessee in response
to asolicitation by the seller, the superior court in the county where
the buyer or lessee in fact signed the contract, where the buyer or
lessee resided at the time the contract was entered into, or where
the buyer or lessee resides at the commencement of the action is
the proper court for the trial of the action. In the superior court
designated in this subdivision asthe proper court, the proper court
location for trial of acaseisthe location where the court tries that
type of case that is nearest or most accessible to where the buyer
or lessee resides, where the buyer or lessee in fact signed the
contract, where the buyer or lessee resided at the time the contract
was entered into, or where the buyer or lessee resides at the
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commencement of the action. Otherwise, any location of the
superior court designated as the proper court in thissubdivision is
aproper court location for thetrial. The court may specify by local
rule the nearest or most accessible court location where the court
tries that type of case.

(c) Any provision of an obligation described in subdivision (b)
waiving that subdivision is void and unenforceable.
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